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drove him unconscious A Biahmm of Sarvawdya
Lneage touched with pity, put veimillion on Tarak's
forehead uttering Mantias and praying to Mother
Kali to let him know why Tarak was suffering so
badly
Tarak i oared in his unconsciousness, "I am a
pait of Mother Kali Shall I not punish Tarak? In
a past life he insulted his mother and his mothei
kicked her own husband, Tarak's father Both have
been condemned to suffer for 7 births, Tarak from this
terrible colic and his mother to become a widow only
fourteen days after marriage They have had 4
births already and 3 more to suffer "
"Is there no means of dehveiance, Mothei?"
asked the kind Brahmin
Tarak still unconscious replied "There can be
no deliverance unless Tarak takes Tadodak' of his
mother and also TJchhishta* (the leaving of hei
food) and if his mother gives him medicine, he may
be cured even in this life" On enquiring where Ta-
lak's mother was, unconscious Tarak replied "Gopal
Sen's widow is Tarak's mother"
Tarak came to his senses, heard everything from
the Brahmin and obeyed, the mandate. Tarak's mo-
ther gave him a portion of a 'Pan* (betel leaf) which
Tarak wore in a 'Maduli' Tarak was cured straight-
away
Next year the same disease returned but Tarak
was cured when Tarak's mother sprinkled her 'Pado-
dak' It was then found that Tarak's 'Maduli' had
been defiled by taking watei from a lady in her men-
ses